face with these problems in their clinical work, and most of what they have to say is of significance far beyond this particular field. Bearing as they do upon fundamental moral, even religious, concepts, these problems are not ones permitting ,easy resolution, and the value of this book lies in the clarity, depth and scholarship with which they are set out and examined. The various contributors, together with the editors, must be congratulated on the lucidity of the text and the humanity of their approach. This book will be of interest to all those concerned with the future development of medicine. A book can sometimes be judged by its conclusions. The author claims that 'the doctors will have to realize that they are an integral part of the community ... and the medical profession must come to terms with the facts of life in the twentieth century and learn to respond to the needs of the society which supports it'. Nevertheless, the early chapters present an excellent summary of the embryology of the National Health Service with stress laid on the rift between general practice and the consultant service: this period in the profession's history is indeed worthy of study by present day critics. The author holds a University post in social administration and sets out to present an analysis of the National Health Service with its many problems. Perhaps the security of an academic environment with freedom to think, to study and to contemplate is not the best glasshouse from which to throw stones at an overworked profession which knows only too well the demands of human nature. Blame for the BMA's errors in 1947 is placed on the old age of its leaders and instances are given of the failure of the National Health Service and its staff to meet community needs but little is said of the failure of the community to provide the finance. Grumblers both within and outside the profession would do well to read this book to see something of the difficulties which beset any who seek to plan or improve the vast organization of medical and social services. The effect of the rising birth rate is cited as an example: less than a year after the publication of the first ten-year plan the Ministry of Health exerted pressure on Regional Boards to give priority to maternity bedswith resultant expensive revision and delaying of plans. Alternative schemes for financing the health services are outlined and criticized. On London: Lloyd-Luke A few growing points, which are accelerating faster than others, are covered in this volume of 'Advances in Pediatrics'. Although in the main the text is lucid and the references are supplementary, in other sections the text appears almost superfluous and merely to act as a link to coordinate the references. The context of a series such as this is difficult to balance and was clearly a major problem to the editors. Some may feel that the chapters on ulcerative colitis and hereditary glomerulonephritis are so specialized as to warrant inclusion in publications relating to gastroenterology and nephrology respectively. However, other topics, problems of immunization, poisoning and physiological biochemical determinants of development, touch on every pediatrician's work. The chapter by J H P Jonxis on hemoglobinopathies is especially good and will be most helpful to those in this country to whom the problem becomes more important year by year.
Although publication was in 1966, contributors had to review their subjects in 1964 and this has led inevitably to the use of addenda, although authors have been able to reselect and add to their list of references until quite recently. It still takes time to edit and publish a book such as this and perhaps the best medical reviews are produced through the medium of monthly and quarterly journals.
However, at present there is still a place for such a book in every pmdiatric and postgraduate library, if only for the extensive references given at the end of each section. In his preface Professor Roaf states that traditionally healers of the sick have been divided into physicians, surgeons, barbers, apothecaries, quacks and empirics; he feels that orthopedics has been largely based on the last. He puts over
